[Atypical, aplastic, and unusual meningiomas. Morphology and incidence in 300 consecutive cases].
We morphologically studied 300 consecutive and primitive meningiomas surgically treated between march 1997 and april 2002 in order to evaluate the incidence of atypical, anaplastic, and morphologically unusual meningiomas. Two hundred and fifty-five meningiomas (85%) were WHO I, 33 (11%) were WHO II, 9 (3%) were WHO III; the remaining 3 meningiomas (1%) showed clear and diffuse oncocytic differentiation without cytologic or architectural atypia (oncocytic meningiomas). Forty-five of 255 WHO I meningiomas (18%) were infrequent histological subtypes: 18 (7%) psammomatous, 9 (4%) metaplastic, 9 (4%) secretory, 6 (2%) angiomatous, and 3 (1%) microcystic. Thirty of 33 WHO II meningiomas (91%) were atypical, 2 (6%) were clear cell meningiomas, and 1 (3%) was chordoid meningioma. Seven of 9 WHO III meningiomas (78%) were anaplastic and 2 (22%) were papillary. We evidenced the high morphological variability and the discrete occurrence of WHO I and WHO II meningiomas.